





ANARCHIST NEWS AND VIEWS 


www.freedompress.org.uk 


6 AUGUST 2005 


INSIDE ►► 


Tube trouble 
page 3 


Honda workers assaulted 
page 4 


Wapptng remembered 
page 5 


Editorial; IRA disarm 
page 6 


LIBERMRIAN PAPER TORCHED 


A campaipi ki silent;^ Moroccan 

arurcKists is reaching new- height as 
they embarrass locaJ busioessraen 
and governmenrs, reports Rob Ray. Ori 
the nigbi of Wednesday 22nd June, 
pemms unknown roirhed the premtses 
of Mofocco's only libertanan paper, Ici 
et Maintenant. 

Since its i nception the pa pec based in 
Msemrir, Ouarzazaie province, had been 
under pressure from the autbontjes and 
other sources, mainly due to scries of 
speexacufar exposes of the jading of trade 
unionists, and miners hrom the fmrnj 
Manganese mines in Sacem. 

The miners' dispute at Imini had been 
going on since 2002. when 1J2 people 
staged an indefinite sirdn in response to 
illegal labour easualisation, poor working 
conditions, pay and hours. 

The group a/so broke vvjrh their 
-JEWK»7tM« iMifrwi, the t/MX ct'rri!^ ifK cosy 
relationship with the bosses, to loin the 
more militant CDT. 

On 15th April 20CH, mine direaors 
sent 120 crained and armed militiatnen, 
drawn from foreigin sources and local 
street vagranw, through government 
checkpoints, to deal with the strikers. 

It is alleged that the director of the 
mine, and the secretary' of the regional 
UMT branch were among the first to 
throw stones at women and children 
who w'erc present ai the site and incited 
the mercenaries. 

During the attack, fourteen people, 
affiliated to the CDT, were arbirrarily 


aiTcsted. Six were subsequently piled 
for assauJi. After a lengthy invcstigarive 
campai^ by Ici cr Mamtenant, the 
decision was overturned by the courts 
on 12nd April 

Jt is thought the court victory was the 
catalyst for a subsequent campaigti to 
repress the paper. Brahim Fitbli, editor 
of let ei Maintenanr said: **l point an 
accusing finger at the authorities and 
the local mafia, at all who are disturbed 
by this paper, those who profit firom the 
poverty, ignorance, margmalisation and 
under-development of this region." 

A thfcaicning letter was first recerved 
on 26th November 2004, after the 
publication of the paper’s third issue. 

On 3rd June 2005 Brahim w‘as 
summoned before the judiaal brigade of j 
die Ouarzazate gendarmerie in connccrion 
With a fbfgied Icrter sent to the Justice 
MifiTarcf. He refusFcd* having received no 
wnncri suinmoTis, 

Nineteen days later there was an 
arson attack on the papec 
CGT .\ndafusta in Spam is asking for 
protest faxes to be sent to: 

• The governor of Ouar^azatc province, 
fax number QO 212 44 88 25 6S; 

' The Moroccan Minister of Justice, 00 
212 37 72 37 10; 

• The Moroccan Interior Minister, 00 
212 37 76 74 04. 

E-mails of support for the paper can be 
sent m fiwirgaiS^caramailcom. 

Tlie mine is owmed by Omnium Nord 
Afficam (OMA), one of the biggest 
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Ouarzazate: a 120-strong militia travelled from here to attack the Imini mines (inset) 


companies in Morocco with a turnover 
of at least $t.6bn, who bought k m 1 996 
as pan of the World Bank's privabsatiem 
programme for the country. 

The president of the company, Fouad 


ihn Abdcifatif FilaJi, is a blood relative 
of King .Mohammed VI, and son of the 
former Moroccan Prime Minister, The 
company itsdf is a holding of the 
extended royal family, Mohammed has 


come under fire recently for being both 
the architea of privaosabon and ici main 
henefictaiy* as his conipanies have snapped 
up most of the stock he has made available 
on behalf of the state. 


AA ASSET STRIPPERS 


C all cemre workers for breakdown 
service the AA were marched off 
the premises by security guards at 
the company's Newcastle offices as new 
staff were being offered their jobs tin 
casual contracts on the other side of the 
site. After showing up to work as 
normal on the 20th July, A-A employees 
w'cre inlomicd they had bicti made 
redundant and told to go on unmcdiate 
gardening leave. As security ciworted 
the workers out of the left hand side of 
file building, inttrvirwees were seen 
entering from the right band side and 
being offered ^obs affcr five to ten 
minutes. Cuarcli continued to monitor 
the workers unni they left the site. 

The AA Democratic Union lAADU), 
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ijct up by former GMB officuik loyal to 
deposed National Sco^emry Kevin Curran, 
supported the move and their reps 
reportedly (including former GMB 
bureaucrat Adelc Drane, recently named 
in the fiJiion's inquirs’ into the corruption 
of the Curran regime) helped pack 
employees belongings before dumping 
than in the street on managements 
instruction. 

The Gh^tB union, recently de-recognised 
by the A A, haa dcimunced the move as 
bemg parr of a wider campaign of asset 
vrnppmg and imron-busting tn prepara turn 
for fbtaiion on die stock exchange. 

Paul Maloney National Secretary of the 
GMfl-4 A A Seaion s.iid "It seems that 
the AA arc getting rid of staff with 
permanent contraers and replacing 
Them with ternporary staff wlmcoci less. 
Tific rofc of venture ciipilalists, who iiuw^ 
own ihr AA has now come to the fore 
and stiiff are being trcalcd whh fotal 
tonrempi and disrespect. Hu- GMTI liav 
never wimessed such vindictive acriofi 
by a company." 

I hr A A has been at the centre of a 
comroveniy surrounding the {uutnimg 


of a scab umtm (the AADUJ by memhers 
of the GMBV AA Soiff Association (as 
feported in Freedom 25th JuneJ. Led by 
farmer Southern Region Organiwr Alistair 
McLean, the AADU has subsequently 
Signed off on 431 redundancies forced by 
a recent Tatrol Performance Revtew’ 
ivhich unfairly targeted disabled workers, 
as well as the Newcastle sackings and o 
furrher 150 jobs to be lost at the AA 
centre in Maidstone this SepTCmben 
fhe AA1)U has also been instrumental 
in failed atTempts to ousr the GMB m 
favour of n btijwjes union at delivery 
company DHL, wtrh GMB claiming 
proof that the company has being paying 
McLean i 1.500 a month to tour tlic 
cuuntry prcjmnnng the new union. The 
AADU General Sccretaiy has subsequently 
been spurted at DHL sires in Norfolk, 
Brighttm, .Suiitli Yorkshire and Bnghion. 

Tlie f and disabled groups fomed 
togerher for a dcmonstraiimt at the AA 
head office in BasingsToke on 25rh )uly 
against victirniMtion of disabled workcTA 
.iiid ihi- redundancies around ihr 
tounrry. 

Jack Roy 


PATHFINDER ‘RETREAT 


T he ^Pathfinder' plan to demuLlii.h 
hundreds of thousands of homes 
across the North of England to 
make way for new' build developments 
has seen its remit drastically cur. 

The govemmenr looks set to reduce 
its housing detnoliaon targets from 
400,000 to between 70,000 and 
100,000 over fifteen years. The Office 
of the Deputy Prime Minister [ODPMl 
at u meeting W'ith conservationists has 
been forced to remove the necessity to 
demolish housing from its cntcria for 
awarding grants under the £500m 
Housing Marker Renewal Iniriative. 

At the meeting ODPM Permanent 
Secretary Dame Mavis McDonald 
prnmised that a survey of the value of 
histone properties would be earned out 
before any more were demtilishcd. 
Omservationisf.s estimate that 20% of 
homes currently proposed fur dcnudition 
by the Housing l^iihfindcrs have histontal 
value and fear that the replacement honicv 
which will be built would not be ol anv 
better qualit). 

An t^DPM spokesman dewnluHi the 
mecfing as '^ciuisrructfve' iind iiuied that 
phase two ol the housing renewal would 


look "at how' issues of comm unity 
engagement have been addressed, and 
the ways in w'bich herintge factors have 
been taken into account," 

The Government has also published its 
response to the Select Committee report 
on empty homes and the housing market 
renewal pathfinders. It has rcveali^ that 
tt IS prepared to considcf the case lor 
large scale compuUorv' purchase costs 
beyond the three year spending cycle in 
the pnithfindcr arras. 

Fiiullv, the govefiimein has ad mined 
that the programme may liave to be 
reviewed to take account of rising bous< 
prices, Die possible uplilt in demand vvai 
also the reason why the Government 
could not commit long term lunding to 
the mitiarivc. 
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Home and away 


G8 detainees 


FREEDOM 

Vofume 66 Number 15 

Anarchism 

! work fl <ocicr%' of 

-*1*1 -*11^ volunrary co-ciprf^rifm, 
I Wf rrjwt povurnm^ni, ^nd .ill lomH i>t 

cvplottaiuirt nnJ dom^tiiirion. 

FrccdtJin Trcii in rndcpen Jrnr 

juarLhjSE publjshefH, touttdcd ift ISS6. 
Bfitdc^ thii ficwip.ipcr. which comes 
ouf ci'cry rwo weeks, we pniduoe h*}oU\ 
tin .liJ ^spetrts of aiurchiii rheorv .irid 
pr.ieftvc - sec mif webstte bir .»iull lit*. 

In oiif htiildifiis in E.i^i I onthm wv ran 
anumV biggesr .iiwrchisf JH>i>kihiip 
iimJ hfisr rhe Autontniiv Cltjb mtcring 
room jnd ehc KrcedniiTi Hjcklah upen- 
.iccets rf‘ spjcc. 

Oui- iin» it to expliiin ^irurchitm 
more widely ond ro show flu* people 
work fogefher jurij use difrCf .iirticiii 
r« pracnc;*lly impnivc ijwr lives jnd 
hullJ 4 berre*- world* , 

FreedomV cdirtirs w’lsh to presenr a 
hxoiid rouge of onjrchisr rhought, jnJ 
4 ,% such the views exp/esiscii m the 
P^per 4rc those ot the mdivuJujl 
conmhutors 4nd not necessarily those 
of the ediiorhil collective. 


At the rctent CiS protesTi in Si^otliind 
there were some 450 people detained 
by *he police. These are diffcreni tci 
artestt* at the pahee in Scotland has^e 
the pmversi TO Metain' tnr a set length 
of time, ^e know oi a number of 
jseopic who were detained and then 
released, so rhe niutibcr of arrests is far 
less that 451). However, we dan*t know 
how much less as it was difbcuh to get 
details* So, we are potiing a call out for 
a number of requests. 

Were you tJeiamed. then released 
without charge? 

If you were, or vou know orhers who 
were, it would hr really helpful for us 
m know. t>tberss'isf wt will be trying to 
find ssiiiiesses for people who don’t need 
then. This rakes time away from finding 
witnesses for pctiple who wdi lie in court 
and were arrested. 

Please let us know, by emailing us at 
gSIcga IstJ pport@'nseu p.ncr. Remembe r 
that .my information given to us is 
handled con/idendally and stays solely 
with the gg legal team, unless you 
authorise us to pass tt on. 


Were you arrested? 

Wc know of a number of p<:opk who 
are up in court, and we think we have 
most people, but we want to be cerraio. 
Email us ar g 4 {ltgahupp«n#riseup,ner 
to Jet us know the follow mg: 

• Wh.ii were vou charged w'ith, your 
name, w^hen you arc next in court for 
your inienTiediaic diet’ and ’trial 
date'; 

• w*hcii and where were you arrested 
[place, date, time) - please be as 
accurate as you can. 

We have a number of witnewes to 
jrfcsts, but a lor of the time we don’t 
have the name of the person arrested, 
only a description* So, if we arc to tic 
these up the following mformaritin 
would be useful if you were arrested. 
Hair colour and length; male/femalc; 
what clothes you were weanng when 
arrested. 

We need any ftim/photos you have 

Film or vidw evidence could help 
somebody stay out of prison or help 
With their case in other ways. There 
were hundreds of canicfas and videos 


Angel Alley 

Wc’fie pleased to announce that we’ve 
finallv gotten vagueLy back on track with 
pubhearton. Foe those of you who reckon 
we've prohably disappeared or gone 

nKvrr#f/ti. n ain't tttic jp t\^r 

the momenf. On the conrranv apparerirfy 
our subs are on the up, pamcularlv onfine, 
and rwo new people have volunteered 
to help out with editorial. 

This is not the only piece of good 
new^, though, as the Advisory Service 
lot ^uatters seem to be nearly at the 
end of their long and challenging 
refurbishment of the room at the top 
of the budding and are painting it a 
worrying shade of green. 

On the subject of new neighbours* we 
are due to have some more, A new fancy 
residential block is imminent on a spare 
bit cd land next to us. which will loom 
over the Autonomy Club, thus cumpletuig 
our status as a little oasis of anarchy 
amongst a sea of culture and wealth. 

On the one Side, art-lovers sitting 
down for a coffee at Whitechapel .An 
Gallery overlook the vhop. on another, 
the fancy fiats. Sritl at Jeatt wc have 
Aldgatr Press and a big empty budding 
in frgnt ol us, it mn’t prem hut at least 
it’s home. 

Contact details 

Freedom Press. Si4b Whitechapel High 
hirce*. London El ^QK 
Tct/hxi 020 7147 9249 
WWW, freedompress .ofg.u k 
t inhv@freedompa"ss.«rg*uk 
Copy/Le/frrs- copy(fffrced6mprtss.or^uk 
Su(ijtnpti0ni: vulK^i^tiTrjdtifiiprcss+org.uk 
Bttckjhop: shop(^fr£ctiotiip ress.org, ilk 
ffcedom PrrM 
di M ra^f reedr jf np r ny. 11 rg.ii k 

Next issue 

Gburrihufjonv arc warned hir firtuft 
Freedoms. 7hr nexf issue will W dated 
lifth August and the lair day tti get vuur 
C4>px lo ut wdl fie f nday lltb August 
(see c^uifact der4i)t afwivc for where to 
lend your fcirers/arridr^; If yuu are 
imere-itvd m writing regiila/iy for 
Freedom wr w.inr Ut bear Irum yiqif 


LISTINGS 

Fitfiy Suifday rhe KrbeJe Kjic from 
f?.30pm, 14 Robertson Road, Easron, 
Bristol. For info call 0117 9599469 
until list .August Rebel Flow'crs. a 
photogniphic cKbibition by Jess Hurd 
charting the rising rcsbstancc to neo- 
libcralism and war across the world, at 
The Foundry', B4 -S6 Gre.it Eastern 
Sirect, London, ECl, free, for info call 
07713151765 or see ww'w.fesshurd.com 
until 28tb August .Art Not Oil exhibition 
- art, music, film^ sound, talk and more 
at Oxford House, Derbyshire Street, 
l.andcm E2, sec w^ww.aimotoiLorg.uk 
7ih August London Rising Tide film 
night and post-GS action debnef, come 
along at 5pm to share yout experfcnccs 
of the G8 mobihsaiums, including the 
8ch July cliniate change day of action tn 
fcotbnd and w-orldwide, rhen some 
food at .5pm heftme the him 1 Heart 
Hockabees’ at 6pm, all welcome 
I whether nr not you were tii Scotland), 
fri^ at LjVRC, 62 Ficldgate Strecr, 
London EL call 0770H 794665 or see 
ww^. londannsingti de.org. uk 
7ih to 8th August Remeinbcr and 
Resist, blockade .AVtT Aldcnnastoin To 
remenibtr the 60Th annivers^ary of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and protest 
against building of next gcncratjon nf 
nuclear weapons* for inio call t>77gs 5 (j 
3761, sec ww'w.aidermasTon.nef or 
wvrwMock thebui Idcfs.org, uk 
i7th to list August Earrh First! 

Summer G a therm g in the Pea k District, 
«e www,e,i rrb fi rsrgathering,o rg.u k 
Iftf to 10th Seprember Vegan and 
vegcnirian dolphin camp in Vt’airs (not 
i place where vegan dolphins stay, hut 
.1 chance to %tt dolphins!} contact 
cc race a dr renceu fctrt yah o d .co. u k 
I ind fo 4th September OH The 7’racks 
Feftfival. Casih: Donnington, call (11331 
3845IB or see wwvt'.iiftrhrtracks,co.uk 
5ih Septcriiher [frtsitil liidymcdia film 
iitghf .11 (.uhe rinema. Dove Street 
South ftiH King's Squurc), Bristol, 
wrrcnnig Rebel Without a Caiive and 
excluHtve Imuage Irfiiti ihe recent G8 


I pmtesti - doorji tjpen 7*jQpm, film 
starts 8prii. 

13ih to 16th September Disarm DSEi 
arras fair ar FxQ‘L Centre. London 
Docklands, contaa 07817 6J1019, 
disarm@dsei.org of see ww'w.dsei.org 
17ih Sepicinber Home Education Fair 
from I pm to 5pm a* Westbourne Grove 
Church, Wesrboume Grove, London 
Wl L call 020 8969 0893 or email 
inf o@ch oiccsmedu ta t ion .arg.u k 
22nd September World car-free day. see 
w w'w.oi rbusrers. org/wefd 
25th Sepicraher Demonstration at 
Lakenhcath, for info cmtacT 01508 
550446 or info@lakenhcathjcnon.fjrg 
251h September London Vegaji Festival 
from 10am to 7prn at Kensington Town 
Hall, Hornton Street, London Wg, see 
I n ridon vega nfesti va 1 .org. uk 
1st October Star Warsi an international 
activisLs conference, organised, by 
Yorkshire CND.. for more info see 
wmvvcndyorks .gn ,apc. org 
lit October Planning meeting br climate 
campaign demo (to be on 3rd December, 
midw ay through the next round of UK 
climate talb in .VIontreaB, from 12 noon 
m 5pm At the Asian Cultural Centre, 

M anil I Way (nff Cowley Rn.id). Oxford, 
for info see .campaigner.org 
I6ih October Imcrnational day of 
action .agamst McDonald's, tu mark 
World Food L>ay, call 020 77? 3 1269 
uripcr www.mcspothght*org 
22nd Oaober The 24fh Londtm 
Anarchm Bookfair moves to a bigger 
venue, where you can get the latest 
books, pamphlets, magazines, etc., plus 
meermgs and discussiuns on all aspects 
ol joarchisi .ictjviry, which are open to 
all, as well as a professinnally-run 
crcche and hot food. The venue is the 
Resource Cenffe, 156 flulloway Road, 
London N7, ham kbm to 6pm. see 
f rcespace. v i rgi n. n et/an .i rc h ist. boo k f .i i r/ 
21 rd October Freedom to Protest 
crififereuce m central London (mm 
11 am ifi 5pm, for more info see 
w w w, frccdi urn i I p n itesi u i rg. u k 



All tor> otten people rake pkfom md 
vidct*s for their own collection. These 9 
never get presenred to Iq^al ^^uppon 9 

groups to help with defcmljintY cawa, fe 

so sometimes innfjcent people net sem » 

down just beausc someone wvjn't tome 
forward. DonY let fhic be you! 

Did you witness an arrest? 

Although w'e have a large number <i| _ 

witness statemenfs for people cither 

detained or arrested. There must have ^ 

been a huge number of other people 

who saw an arrest and didn't report tt 

to the legal support group, or fill m a 

"witness statemcnE*. Cases are now 

coming to couiT. Wirhout witncsiws, 

inn occur defendanrs could he fined or 

go to iail. If you haven’t already filled 

in a ‘witness sratcmcnr* please do so 

now by going to hrtp://g8ltgaJiuppOfT, 

info/witness-srateinents/ then etthcr 

email us the details or send it lo us at 

the address below. 

LDMG (Legal Defence and Monltortng Group) 
www.ldmg.Ofg.tdi 

Contain address; 

LOMG. c/o BM Haven. London WCiN 3XX 


around tbrougboiu the CS proicsts. If 
not you, then people you know may 
ha ve had taken picture* - the cameras 
didn't all belong to the police and 
corporate media* Now's the time to 
help others. We need any film or video 
footage you h.tvc, so please send copies 
to us at the address below. Wc also 
need your name and a phone number 
so we can contact you as you might be 
needed ro be a wimess. 



26ih and 27th November BeyondTV 
Inrernational Festival, Swansea, see 
w'w w. u ndc rcu rren cs. o rg/be yondn" 

International 

1st to I4ih .August Fkotopia alternative 
technologies festival in Moldova, for 
mfo sec ww^w.cyfj.org 
18th to list July Towards Carfree 
Cities conference in Budapest, Hungar>'i 
sec WWW. (LI rldcarfree.net/eonfererice 
hi to 14th August FZkotopia alternative 
techiTologies festival in Moldova, more 
mfo at wwx\\,cyfa.ofg 
2nd to 4th September Anarchist 
cultural event in Florence, for info 
email mj reel la,schmidi@un(mib.iT 
27rh September to 2nd October Peoples* 
Global Action conference in Haridwar, 
Lfttaninchal, North India, see wm'wvagp.org 
3rd December International Da)' of 
Qimate Protest, sec www.campatgnciC.oTg 

Nationwide groups 

.Anarchist Federation 

Nelwork of Jmsrehisi-comntufjists 

Box 2, 84h Whitechapel High Street* 

London El 7QX 

ww'w'.j fed .org.uk 

.Antifa 

tUititiiHi itntt'f^ascisT ojigaftis^UQft 

Box 36, 84b Whitcvhape! High Street, 

London HI TQX 

www.aiiti fa .org.uk 

Class War Federation 

Ci*tss struggle afuirehtst group 

PO Box 467, London ES 3QX 

www.«rlassw.iruk.firg 

Dissent 

“t'eiistMicraKMnst tht CH 
w w w.d i ssent.ofg. u k 
Earth Firsfl 

Ecohgteul dtrea ucliorj netu^ork 

ww w^cart h 1 1 rst. or g.uk 

111 Jus trial Workers of the World 

kcvoiutkm^ry DIV «,ho,j 

VO Box “^4, Brighton. HN1 4ZQ 

www.iwsv.org.uk 

Soli Jan ty FcJer.itittii 

A ifitrcho-n'wdn uUn i^rgmuMthtm 


PO Box 469, Proton PRl 8FX 
svsvw, sol fed .org.uk 

Social Centres 

AutonomDtts Centre of Edinburgh 
(ACE) 

17 West Montgomery' Place, Edinburgh 
www.autonomous.org. uk 
The Ba^emeUit 

24 Lever Street. Manchestcj' fcomact 
musrsocial@yahoo.co,uk or 0161 237 
1832) 

The Common Place 
23 Wharf Street, Ucds LSI 7£Q 
^vTvw, checommonplacc.org. uk 
The Cowley Club 

12 London Road, Brighton BN I 4JA 
w'WH'.cowleydub .o rg.ut 
Freedom 

84b Whitechapel High Street, London 
El 7QX 

ssift'w.freedompress.org.uk 
instttuie far Autonomy 
76-78 Gow'er Street, London WCl 
Kebele 

14 Robertson Road, Easwn, Bristol 

BS5 6j*i' 

ww^'.kebcle.Ofg 

Lancaster Resource Centre iLiRC) 

The Basement. '’^Sa Penny Street, 
l-ancaster 

ss'ss^'.cco-action.org/lancasttf 
London .Aalon Resource Centre 
(LARC) 

62 FielJgate Stteei, London El 
w W 1 V, london I arc.org 
The KampART 

I5'l ^ Rampart Street, Lcmdoii Fl 2LA 
w^vw.rampari .co.nr 
SUMAC Centre 

245 Gladstone Street, Nottingham 
NG7 6HX 

WWW*, vcggies.oTg. uk/ratti bowi 
Imt2 Club 

21-23 Albion Sircei, Bradtord* N\«l 
Yorkshire, HD l 21 Y 
I in t2.com 
56j Inbivhfip 

L.tumpn.,, Street. I lhuK.o St I' 

W w, -la let V ca t 5 ^a 
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Tube repairs derailed 

Private companies have taken billions but won’t do the 
work and can’t be brought to heel, reports Rob Ray 



Haw could Slay 

file tmimncnt rntroclwaiim of a 

iKTVfc' law dcsigfflcid to fcctp 

prtifrstvfs like Brim Haw a wav from 
five Hou!« of Parliamem, it he 
will b? 4 hle to us? d Iwphok fo stay, 
Btian has. spent the List four years 
oursidc the houses earning on a daily 
protest agamit riic Iraq wjt. and tt waj 
thought chat his bng vigil would be over 
w hen die Seriou-s Oi^niscd Crinic and 
Moc act tomes into force on 1st August. 

Bur 1 cbusie in the law w-hteb dearly 
^tes that only the staremg time for hirurt 
proTC 3 U 5 can he fcgardcd as fallmg under 
The legislation. As Briaitls demonstraiton 
is ongoing, it is not covered by the Acl 

Prison sliip closes 
The infamous HhtS prison ship Wear? 
is to close after cighr years of twing an 
'emergency measure* to deal with prison 
overcrowding. The ship was cnticised 
last year by no less than Chief Inspector 
of Prisons .Ann Owers, who listed 116 
problems that required fixing: **lThe 
prison[ has no space for workshops* and 
insuffidcnt space for exercise or educa- 
non." The Jack of fresh aur has led to 
significant health problems for some 
inntatcSf although the sea views were 
apparently much appreciated. 

Weare will close on I2rh August. 

Car /obs at risk 

The fallout from UK de-mdusErialisauoii 
demise contitTtics* as Collins &c Aikman, 
the car part manu/acruftrs, have gone 
into adoiinistmnon. The move means the 
com^mify^ &tuiei mhftd M manv ajt f,6*Ckl 

Staff from its five bciones m the \S?csi 
Midlands, as well as others in Carlisle, 
Manchester, Sunderland, Basildon and 
Cambndgeshirc, Some redundancies have 
already been made* apparently without 
union ctmsiiltation, says the TGWU- 

EDF Hikes prices 

EOF energy, which conrrok supplies for 
five mdlion people across Britain, has 
raised its prices for the fifth ome in 
under two years. The company, w^hich 
is fronted by London Energy, Seeboard 
energy and SWEB Energy, has set an 
average raise of 10.7% for elccTridry 
and 12% for gas. The company has 
blamed stricter environmental controls 
and increased wholesale tariffe for much 
of the rise, which now totals a nearly Vi 
mcEcasr since March bst year. 

EDF made ilQ3m retained profit last 
year, up from £S6m the year before 


P rivate companies hired to maintain 
the London Tube system under the 
Public Private Partnership scheme 
iPPP} are failing to dtWver the improv*?- 
menis they promised, according to a new 
report. 

.Anafras of the pforea to upgrade 
Uindon^s tube nerworlc commissioned by 
London Underground (LUl has shown 
op upgrades that have fallen a year 
behind schedule a massive list of missed 
targets, and vast amounxs of missing 
funds. 

Ttm OTooJe, Managing DUtEfor of LU, 
said: “^This report shows improvements 
in many of the asset cafegories, but riwr 
ootiid hardly be odierwase given the sums 
of money involved, Periormance is not 
good enough and less than whar was 
promised,’* 

LU have called for significantly' higher 
maintmance .spending by Merroner and 
Tube Lines, the two compaoMSf under the 
PPP scheme who have rcsponsibiltty for 
majiinuning the lines. 

Merroner, pair-ovvried by Balfour 
Bcattje, Thames Water and EOF among | 
oihcts, has b«ii singled oni for its poor 
perfornumce. 

£97.9m of public hands supposedly 
destined lor investment in tube faahties 
has also gone nusstng, while payments to 
investors arc double what they shodld he, 
the report found. 

Under PPP, investment levels arc not 
specified in the contract, m favour of 
■performance outputs*. As such funding 
flow doesoT have to be jusriiied, which 
has led to complaints foiiti LU over holes 
m Mctronci and Tube Lines’ accouimng. 

Bonuses are given lor improved 
avaikbility; capabijitv* and quality of the 
tube system. 


The companies have missed dteir targets 
m every single category. 

TTm OTcxjlc said; ■*Thc mtenaon of fhc 
PPP was that the tnfracos (inlrascrucmfc 
compamesl would develop techniques for 
econotnk and efficient asset management 
We cannot be assured tliat the infracos 
are doing this. We cannot he assured that 
the ifmandal flows represent the actual 
im'citxncnr being made, 

’'The base cost of Pi’P increases in year 
dtree whether or not any iniprovcmenc is 
seen.” 

Impriwcment hasn't happened, according 
to the report. Repair over-runs have 
tncTcastd by 35% m a year, and ane up 


to OTIC a week. The rate of repairs is due 
to go lip from nexr yeaq and ir is 
expected to get worse. 

Both Metro net and Tube Lines have 
fellen behind on refurbishments and 
stadon modernisations have reached less 
than hall of the contracted tevds. 

Rail replacemciits — the pomajy' focus 
of PPP, have untformiy missed targerSi, 
with Metronct a third behind schedule 
.ihcf mo years and Tube Uncs mofhjrds, 
845 km of track li due to be replaced 
within dghi years. Barely 42_5kiii has been 
replaced since 2003, LU has estimated 
work w^ould have to go five times faster 
to catch up¬ 


on the dtsincT line. roUntg stock upgrades 
and replaceioems ate a year hehiisd 
schedule, and every acriTcc missed their 
targets for avoiding fine dtsnfptton. 

The corporate structure of Metfcmet 
has al.SG come iti for mapr crincism, in 
that It 1 .S uwTted by its suppliers. LU saki; 
“There is evidence that pasTnents ro 
contractors arc running ahead of sdtedufe.’* 
.Accounting for the company has bcco 
blurred because rhe number of payments 
to the supply chain have not equalled the 
work doriie, and have not been made 
dependent on performance. 

The companies’ ctmtrol of the oontracts 
can only be reviewed every 7*/4 years. 


It was the terror wot done it 


One less shit in the world 


IRA disarming? 

The provmmal BLA have made a statemetu 
demandmg all paramilitary operations 
ceafe immediately. The group's entire 
araoial is to be destroyed, while volunteers 
contmticd to work through 'peaceful and 
dcmccratjc mcami' for a united Ireland 
$ae editorial analysis an page G 

Economic worries 

Appanmrty the number of companies on 
the verge of mvolvenity rises by 17%, 
according to ycar-oo-ycar figures, tending 
lui« Also skewed to lit lowest rare in four 
yeifs, and firsr tunc house buying has 
tumbled off thr edge of a cliff, down to 
16% of rransactlom in rtiral areas and 
35% ui frnvm. 

Manulacninng confiikaiu' Im% aintinurd 
10 drursofore, amid increaving prewurr on 
the Bank of faigjand to stimulate fuftber 
fw^ro/wmg by lowcrmg interest rates. 

^ifirdon Rfown has hcen advised hy the 
Narua>af Jnsotute of fujfikfunu ami ^M^ial 
knearuh that hr will have to raiw: raxt* 
fo LUflm, due to a drasotalfy oif naftonal 
gTfrtarih Mie /ortt_aif of 2% 


A report by Chatham House and the 
Economic and Social Reseatch 
Council states the British state*® 
support lor the Iraq invasion has 
I inctoa.scd the risk of terrorist arracks. 
The govern mem has attempted to 
dismiss fbe daum, Bbiri official spokes¬ 
man said: “Iraq was under the thumb of 
Saddam Hussem who killed hundreds 
of thousands of Iraqis, Afghamsian was 
under the thumb of rlic Taliban. Ivthe 
report saying ir w'a.s a mtstake to afiow 
Afghanistan and Iraq to exercise their 
democranc right®? 

Howrver, rhe statement is at odds with 
earlier gnvernmenr policy. Cabinet 
members stressed before rhe wars began 
than Bnrnin was not invading Iraq or 
Alghafii^mn to give their petiples 
’dcmrjcratic righis". 7he ostensible 
wh) Bnram helped invaded Iraq was 
Weapons ol M,uy Destrutrion, 

Regutir change was rxpJkitly eschcw'cd 
by Blair M the rcjMiih Borh Saddam and 
the fall ban I Hltiir argutd, «.iiiild stay in 
power jl eiiry had dune wh.ir the US and 
tJk had demanded, 
fobn Neid. thr dc/eritf if.cfei;ifv. said: 


“When this report says that we have made 
oursefi"^ mure of a tai^cx because of our 
involvement in .Afghanistan and lr.sq and 
our efforts to tackle A1 Qaeda, w hai 
altemetive is it propoiiing.^ That we should 
stand back while others tjdie on the 
terrorists? I do not rhink this is what 
the British pubfic would want." 

A neeem national poll in The Guardian 
[lyrh [uly}, shows that rwo-thirds of ui 
helievc there is a link berween the decision 
to invade Iraq and the London bombings. 

The Chatham House Repcift follows 
the word of the government's intelligence 
chiefs, who said exactly the iKinic thing 
heforc rhe Iraq invasion, wMtnmg Blair 
that the threat tn the UK would increase 
d he mvaded Iraq. 

Miis mcsiage was repeated mtd'lune 
this year, when a report Ity the Joint 
Terrortfif AnaHw Centre - mdiidirig 
nificiak fnirn MI5, Ml6, tiCHQ and 
the p<ohce - Jinked the inVitsitin of Iraq 
wnh terromt activity in [fic UK, 

The tepiri v.iid: "Fvenis in Iraq are 
I riittimonR to act as motivaiioii and a 
Kkiis III a raiigr of irrrorKt telattd 
aetivny in the UK." 


J ohn TjmdalL founder of the RNP, 
died on 19th July. Thar day marked 
the start of the Spanish rcvolunon. 
the day when the workers and peasanrs 
of Spain iwith anarchist mfiuencel took 
to the streets against Franco’s lasinst 
coup, 

Tyndall was one of the dominant 
figures of the British far right lor the 
Iasi 50 years and died of a heart attack 
two days before he was due to appear 
in court charged vvith inciting racial 
hatred. He founded the mesdern RNP in 
1982, imposing his particukt form of 
nazism on it until deposed in 1999 as 
leader by Cambridge graduate Nick 
Griffin. 

TynJiirs explicit naiism was ,in 
embarrassment to Ciriftln\ desire for a 
new* look HNP and a fiabilitv m its 
attempts to g^im mainqrram 
respectability f fitly hiu year, lyndall 
was tofil by the new leadciship ifij* the 
■‘many pfioiography of yon in nco-naiti 
unilorni are a public rdatumv 
handicap lot ihr party/* 

()l course, I lie BNP vrill hiii bouts us 
nan une, which vame to thr lorelomt 


when a spokesman, m response to news 
of Tyndall's death, detM-ribed him as a 
“great fellow who knew exactly w^lut 
ouf movement was about* and an 
“excenenc chap with a keen anaUtical 
mind." 

With Tyndall dead, the BNP may 
suffer some proKlems. The more 
hardcore naiis looked to him as a 
leader and a source ol oppusirtitn to 
GriffinV attempts to stsftrfi the BNP's 
image m rcinm for eleaoral success. 
This may mean that Gntfm's gnp on 
the party li stretigthefied. It cimld, 
therefore, Irad to a split in the BNP as 
the followers ol Tyndall s evphsit and 
uimpiihigjetic iteo'iueism give up hiq^r 
of retaking ssnittisl of thr organisation 
and le.*ive to hqin a new cirgamsatton 

II iliai hap|ieii>s, ihe RNP mav br m a 
stronger pcisition fo tH-dslle its Iascim 
IH ipulUm as (hr kiwcqerk mit natism 
Ilf iHc A lit* Naei I cngur fANL* ,i 
rnnskyisl froiiil will be even motr at 
odd^ with dev^Aoprisents Within UK 
hiKstst citvfes. li also meam that iiut 
fuvL Kis will have lo rethiiik slraiegacsi 
and iai tiv%. 
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News 


Police brutality in India 

Police Injure hundreds of demonstrating Honda workers causing a 
political scandal for the ruling Congress Party reports Jack Ray 



W orkpDt Myttruvydrt .irt J 

IfidrJ (MMSJ > wrfr on tHt? 
rcLTiring end rtf a prilicc bdioni- 
chjrpr whifli left Jinittrid a hurnJrcd 
workrts fM:ispjnj|j>cd tmd hundreds nmfr 
wirft IIIIIIIW4. ITic fattory hj\e 

Iliecti snhjftr ro a miinrh loiig lockout 
rhe fap4ricw autorrmhilr giani afttf a 
nuintli long dispute over unionisJfinri. 
collective bargainmg lind rtiuiLigetiicnt 
Ku living; I 

On 25th July thou&indu ot a’tssrniliJy 
workers gathered for a union j 
Biecnng at the tCanda Nehru fifk iti rhe 
indus^trml timnyhip of Goi^aon around 
40lcm Ifom the capitjl DettuL ‘niece they 
lijitcnrcl to speech r> hy untnn leaden 
berore deciding ic» march on ihe local 
authonttes' ‘rnmi-secrctana?' to present 
a memorandun:!i. tisting their grievances. 
The local police fotet^ decidmg to stop 
the march on the grounds that it was 
unaurhonsed^ ivere ihfnied hnirally 
arracking deinonsrrjtorc as iltcy 
approached the huiUmg. hdice ctairn 
that workers had imtutlly at tucked a 
smaiter gruup or fwhcc and damaged 
propertv. Further clashes r.»ccufrcd on 
26tli July, wtih pr>hce attacking an angry’ 
utone'throwmg crowd by hnng into the 
air and lohhing teargas at rebtivcs 
attempt mg to access the civil hospital 
where itijuFcd uorkers were being created. 
Oser sixty workers were aliMj attested 
as a result of the prorests with some being 


charged with 'aftempred murder'. 

The extern of poJke bruraliry has 
provoked a political cridv for the govern¬ 
ment led hy the centrist Congress Party 
m a coalition with left-wing groups. Two 
days after the attack, mem hers of 
parliament ftprewnting both oppsnirioti 
pajftics and allies of the governing parry’ 
walked out in protest at the govemmentV 
handling of the violence, A spokesman 
for the Prime Minister \lahoman SmgJi's 
office remarked that “[the PM] felt rhar 
rhe Haryana police had nii^ hand led the 
crowd and the pressure created bv the 
Left hy the etnbaitassmg comments made 
to the Home MnuAter really irked the 
PM who did not like the anti-worker 
image hemg proiected on the entire 
Congress parrv,'^ The Congress MP for 
Haryana had mitially tried to imply chat 
police vialcncc Had been provoked by 
poVitical upponcius of the government. 
Industrial refattons at the Honda plant 
havT reportedly been vTtoinrd for some 
time, wtrh reports ol violence against 
workers, fixed timings for todrt breaks, 
fines for iiiattendaoce and one manager 
attempting to hirce his way mto rhe 
w’ftmcn's TOiicre. Attempts to iinumijse 
were met with a lockout on 2?ili June 
when workers were told at the factory 
gate cither it* ^ign an undertaking 
promismg not to form a union, strike 
or emgage in cotlecrive hargammg and 
committmg them to a three year wage 


fircere, Honda spokesman Caumv Sharma 
s;iui, “we advLsed Union mernbers uv sign 
(he undeiraking and iheo discu^^? conten¬ 
tious issues With the managetnenr to avotd 
delay in getting back to work". .According 
TO Nagrai Adiie of the Ihioples* Union 
for DemDcraiiL' Rights, “this kmd of 
corporate malpracikc is absolutely 
unconsorutionoJ as per the Indian lahmtr 
laws arid impinges upon the fundamcniai 


rights of rhe workers to organise and 
protesr," Workers stayed out until the 
23rd July* workers who had missed a 
month's pay agreed to sign a new non- 
hindmg undertajQng and fenim to 
work. The company then msisied that 
workers could only return in batches of 
a hundred, provoking further protests 
for workers. The company abo refused 
to remstate four union leaders and fifry 


other suspended ‘agitators* with the 
otbcf 1,700 employees. 

An agreemem was eventually struck 
tm 30th July for workers to resume 
prisdiiction w^ith all employees remstated 
With no disciplimin' acdon and a wage 
increase. Furrher protests against the 
police bmiulicy are plannnj for tst Angust, 
with a general strike threatened for the 
foMinving month. 


Letter from America 


Bomb Mecca! 

Kcpuhlieaii omgressmjfi Tnm Tancredo 
of Qiltiradu was on a Hrjrida mdm show 
the week after die 7th July i^jndnn 
homhmgis. He was asked bow he felt 
the LhmeJ States shindd resptind if 
there were (o be annthcr attack on the 
Untied Stales. 

His response was not a lokc; “If this 
happens in ihe Uniicd States, and we 
detrrmme th.ir it h the result ol extremist, 
fundamcntalivi Miolims. yovi kmmv vou 
could take our rhcir holy sites." 

Tile intmTcwff asked, "A'ou're 
talking ahour Komhmg McevaT" 

“Vejih'', fane redo replied. 

\K’fien challeiigird elsewhere on these 
remarks - lor whicli he has iioi bern 
censured by Rush - Taiicredo, who jv 
known for his sustained attacks on 
undfKuniemcd truest workers, expandi'd 
fhai that an '’ultjmaie threai" might 
have u* be mti with what he ealfed an 
"ultimate response". 

Tanertdo r* reportedly considering 
funiung lur prrstdenr in 2Uf^8. 

Vindiclivftness 

An ongoing uaruJal' whtd\ after rw-o 
years, ftur/aced m rhr m,imvifr.tm 
rnedra earJia (hiv sutriiiiet and of whiih 


we should expect to hear more, is ihe 
'outing' ot uudefcowr CIA agcni Valerie 
fMaine by the Whitchoiisc, Ms Plame is 
the vn\e of ex-US ambassadur Joseph 
Wilson; he exposed as false claims made 
by Bush before ihc invasion Of Iraq thac 
Niger had uramum ,iiid was sdfmg it, or 
prepared to sell it To Saddam Hussein. 

Karl Rove is depure chief ol staff m 
charge ij( ptdic'V at the Whitehouse. EaHief 
this month it was finally confirmed that, 
oi 'ptmtshmcni' (nr this, ftmr was cli*Xely 
implicated m (if he did nut actualU 
insrigaie) the naming of Flame as a CIA 
agent. ITiii* eflcctisely ended her career 
and IS also a federal offence under the 
Intelligence Identities FrotccTinn Act, i( 

It can he proved rluit Rove acmaltv knew 
Plarnc was .icting undercover. 

In their first re-iponses* Bush and hh 
staff claimed rhey would sack anyone 
Inund to havt leaked the name of a CIA 
agenr. Lirlier in July Judith Miller went 
j til prison lor refusing to reveal her sources 
un PlameV status ru a grand lury 
I his month. however, when tackled on 
the role uf Rove m break mg thr law and 
trying to cfiier hit rracks. Bush and Ur 
spokejpeoplr changed thr lules, Bush is 
rmw Mymg tlyf lir will only sack anyotic 
who \iimmmed 4 enme' rather iliati 


who wax 'involved* m the leak. ThiA 
episode in tfie Bush diru' tricks department 
is unlikely lo go away. 

Iraq eleciions 

The January eiccnons m Iraq - touted 
as -tree and fair' ouiside that cemnfry - 
were probably interfered with [if noi 
actually fixedJ by the United States. 

That is the limhug of Piihuer Prijce- 
winning mvestigati\T iinirnalisr Seymour 
Hersh wfiring in The New Yorker on 
23 ih Jid>, Hersh exposed the recent Abu 
Ghrath abuse .irid the Mi |.ai inassacrc 
m Viemam in I 96 g. 

If appears highly likely that tn 2004 
Bush :iutbur»yeij covm pi ares to give 
financial and propaganda suppcirt to the 
election campaigns ijf lr.iqi candidates 
and polmcal parties sympathetic the 
US due. 

Hershs sourees im luJe ftirmer rruhrary 
and imdhgcnce officials; they vuied diai, 
imcc Congrcssremal opposiiion suriaced, 
Bush went alicad anyway with the plan 
“ rinly *«|f the hiHiks*, 

Hr siig^'CAts that dffer the muial delny 
Jti thr liming of the election Imni I kxemkr 
2fJ(H -.jilto inampuUted to hemdir llh 
arms - there wai* conerrn m Waihingiun 
that a ‘fair* dectinn of onr pcrson-uiie 


Considering the cost of war 


W hile the occupim ol Iraq mas not 
do body counts of the people thev 
kill, fjthers do. According ti* lr.iq 
Brxly Qmm (IBCl and tlx? Oxhtfd Rt'search 
Group, tw‘o independent researchers, 
nearly 25.0(m Iraqi civihanv have been 
killed in ihc rwo years since the invasion 
of haq. Ot tliese* four nines as many were 
killed by US-led farces os fnim the variiius 
dements which make up the insurgency, 
Vt hai was significant ahmt this studv 
wax how it was reporred. According lo 
the CjiLirdian t20th julyj. the study 
“catcuiaies rhe rult of dead .ind injured 
vmcc March 2003." Thai is not aiiirely 
true. As ihe repon indiciitcs. it should lx? 
n'garded as ihc “basdme of the minumim 
number of deaths." 

The rcison conchides that at least 
24,865 civilians were killed up *,* 

March 2005, of which 9^70 or 
at the hands of ihr ixcupying lorces. 71,c 
mtind largest cause of death |36%J was 
cri.iunal vuW while the lusurgeucv 
asc4.>unicd toronlv 9%^ 
civilian tiHai. 

Miifa nu'din .ai„pjr<Nj ihn, 

*nc I 4 mci fipurc from u^, 

AtLordiiift I,, the (.iiarJian. ihi- -,„ij| 

number of deaths in tlir study is 
vignihtariily toWTi than the cvtmniied 
hgurr in a disputed studs m ,he 


medical icHirml The lancet Iasi autumn.'* 
Likew'isc, the Independent noted that the 
“only previous attempt assess the 
level of civilian casiialnes was pyhlished 
111 1 *hc Ijiticet medtea] 1000131 " and 
somewhat mcfedutouiily noted that 
mtihodology W’as subsequeiiriy cnooscdL ‘ 
Yes If was cnticiicd but it would hare 
been more accurate to note that if hod 
been crictcTsed by those who either knew 
btfic aisoui statisttcs or were pnvwar. 
The LanLci article's mcthodoltqsy ii ibf 
standard one for rstiniating civihan 
deaths in conflict situations. 

Hic 1R<_. lui.’thiHJoliogv wo* to rexofd 
all deaths rcporicd in the V^exiern 
Ataiiy deaths w'lll have been unrepi*rtfd 
and mhers reported only in the Inup pw» 
To fely an VCesfem lanigiiagc vnre scfvi*»' 
obviously^ less reliable than the hou*^ 
hold survey uscsi by the L^iiicci articft 
A* such* these ttgures do noi lefiiTc 'f' 
repiasY the l^utccT conejustoo but ridSf" 
tomplemcini it by provubng » 
of deaths atinbuted Ni war o( 

Bush and BUir ficd m Sadly, thP 
has fieei, t,bsciiicd bv the medio* cw« ‘ 
thovr who took an anti war 
Vci even if thi» figure ^ 

, 1 VCI -*|jt** 

uumh,t killtJ on 911 . 
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Feature 



Swallow examines the anarchist contribution when Murdoch took on 
the printers for the future of newspaper production 



T his an account of the 

anarclvisi acoviry during the 
VVapping strike, if h by no 
means exhawsove - there 
wfti anarchist aciiviry in 
Glasgow and Cardiff to my 
knowledge and there wa* 
very likely other activity which we don't 
know about. This antcle lities not dekil 
directly wiih the most important 
micttion about the strike: why did wc 
lose? However this question is touched 
on and the debate is very much open. 
There lias been a long association 
hetwerti anarchists and the print. 
Proudbon, the latfier of us alt wax a 
printer, hi the I9#i0> and *70[t there w’as 
anarchist-inspired agtiaiion m the print 
and there were af least half a doten 
stTikm who woiM haw called ihemseUTcs 
aiurdiists. I should imagine that number 
would hast? been vrrjr ffiocft siraier bv 
the end ot fht dispute. 

All are faced with dcdsioiH of principle 
in a strike. W you say* fur example, I am 
not a scab* I am nm a grass* these are 
niaftcfs of principle and they are not 
negottahJe. How can you make 4 public 
sratemcnf of rhis? The answer is srnrplrr 
join a picket line. 

Anarchuts understood this well and 
many i-ame to the picket line. They 
were there from the beginning to the 
bitter end. This in stark contrast to 
man> other mdicil groups who found 
all sorts of bixarre reasons ranging from 
the lunatic to the ludicrous not to he 
there. Anarchists were b«ld* patient and 
resnurceful and this w'xs welcomed by 
all the pickets. 


Drty on in the strike a strikers* 
bulletin called Tickcft started to appear, 
ll h vs*iirth taking another look at ihii 
puhlicatian. Ficket was not an an art hist 
pubheationv indeed it was swrted by a 
Marxist and lahour party member* hut 
it was aoifchists who facilitated the 
prirttjng of it and m effect became the 
driving force behind it. 

Picket was wus wrtneii entirely by 
pickets, it consisted i>* reports of -ill 
pickets and information that was 
relcs*ant to the strike. It came out at 
least once a week and was read by all 
pickets. Over flftv* people wrote for it 
and a book was also puhlished .ihoui 
the mike, which has been reprinted at 
least twice. 

Picket had no political siand other than 
to suppPirt the stnke and the holdiHt of 
cfic pjdkers. Perhups rhtR was a weakness, 
rfjjjr lacker ts an eKcellenf history of the 
dispute is not in question, Wapping is 
the best recorded ^ittike m British 
W'orkicig class history, t( was after alt a 
printers’ strike. Could Picket have been 
developed to become a more political 
and agitational publication? Again thar 
question is open to debate. 

None of us will forget the wonderful 
spoof Sun that originated in the 121 
anarchist bookshop jeditoi^ is it w'Oith 
repnnring?]!* Some of them were mserred 
in every quire ol the Express and found 
a supplemcnT with rhe banner headline 
'Murdoch fucks donkey's* and on page 
ihree. was the promised donkey itself. 

Class War w*as read by many of the 
pickets. Battered copies would he handed 
out and read from cover to covets Indeed 


if the idea of Glafl^s War was to be read 
by the most militant sections of the 
w'orking class then if succeeded, at least 
half my chapel read it, 
x\narcbiscs are not looking for converts 
or souls. We can leave that to the 
I religions and the Marxism I is there any 
I difference?J, Howesw by the end of the 


dispute most pickets hud a pretty clear 
idea of what anarchy is. Some^ no doubt, 
would have described themselves as 
anjirchiits, Ajoarchists made a signibca.nr 
and meaningful contributiim to the strike. 
But with this much anardiist activity, is 
it pertinent to ask the question 'could 
we have done more*? 


Wc never organised as a group, in 
lact we never even thoughi about it. We 
never tried to form a group around 
Picket. In fact the criticism of the 
anarchists is the same as the criticism of 
the strike.We went down with all guns 
blazing* n% \mi that wc weren't hirting 
the target. 


NAN bites back 


T he Nntthcm AnarChisr Network 
mcr for irs conference ai rhe 
Barraaida Bikers' Club m Telford* 
Shropshire* on rhe IJrd July, The 
conference was hosted by Wrekin Stop 
War. Twenty or %o assorted nOithefn 
anarchists lay aside rheir xeexanan 
swords of truth (hree or four limes a 
year for (he conference* hut not ennrely. 
The move southwards from the eventV 
traditional hose is a temporary one in 
rccoKnifton of rhe contribution at 
several conferrttces in the Yorkshire and 
Gfcarer Manchester areas of the more 
southem-based Kevolufionary Sridalist 
Network (now defuiwij, 

One of their stalwam, and for trom 
defuna is Dave ( happlr, who Itom I9B9 
to 2001 was Union of Omimunicariims 
Workers fUCW/rWUj rcpreseniaiive jc 
the Hndgewater sorttng/dclivrty office 
in Somerset. 

f)ave gave a fascinating account of his 
experience's in organisitig and winning 
unofficial strikes by postal workers at a 


time when there were not fashionuhle 
due ro Tiir>’ union law. Dave a not an 
anttrehisr nor even a syndicult^. He 
seems to relcs.’f his mflucnccs according 
m other than ideological criicria, 

Dave has asked partictpants to iiipport 
Jerry Hicks, a Rolh Royce Test conventir 
and deputy chair of the Confederated 
Site Ciimmitfce iir the P'citchway plaiir 
in Bristol who has been f.icked for his 
effective dcience of w'orkers. 
Management want to break the b.ick of 
,1 union that ha^ a prciud tradition of 
standing up b'»r us meinlrers. Dave said: 
**No trade unronrst can let the bosses at 
HoIIh Royce get away with this arrack. 
The whole trade tin ton movement needs 
to defend rhe right of workers In any 
facTory, officT, ichmjl or shop to chnore 
their reps. 

If the workers at Rolls Royce wni 
tilts ha tile, ti ivill tell rep resen tali ves 
and homes everywhere* that the rraJi- 
unitiri movement cun and will defend 
Hi own". Mevsiigcs ol support to 


jwlb lOCq'blueyondcr,cn.uk and copy to 
De rck -simpson^'aimcusthcunion .org 

As an irregular visitor to the NAN 1 
was plenred to rec that the emphasis on 
practical acium on a broad front was 
mainuineil Bur perennial issues will 
out. Dave Chappie’s belief that we have 
no choice but to go with the trades* 
union movement os paitidpants 
provoked onalyris frtim At ike Hillard to 
the effect that no nevolurion will ensue 
from that. 

Several people present hud been or 
were active imioiwsts ax stewards or fqw, 
and most wtit workers, and it was 
asked why anarchists never xtood as 
senior officiak of uiiidtis, on a wurkers 
wage, to set an example. 

Mike Ballard's riposte was that such 
candidafn would not get elected, w'hich 
begs the queiiion; on whac manifesto? 
Brum Harnford* un anarchist whn sees 
syndjeiiliifn m ihe shop siewardV inovc- 
menf of the 70ij* Scurgill and the 
miners of the *SOs .md the hiM gasp of 


the Uverpool dockets in the '90s, seerned 
to think the question a funny one but 
did not venrurc u reply. 

Afartin Gilbert (see reviews, page 7) 
asked ihc gathering where oil the poetry 
w'us amongst the pousc, suggesting we 
should not forgci to dream when 
everyone was involved m praciical 
miittcrs, ITie matter led to several 
quesnoru: Why arc wc so few? How 
con wc get our message across? Where 
are the youth? 

Anarchism seems not to lie a mature 
mfivemerii that unites gcncrarions m 
this omntr)'* The jtiajority of NAN 
pamcipaiKS are maiure and vastly 
experienced^ yet mostly unregarded by 
the younger generations. Anarchist 
dreams reem rooted in u dilfcrcnt 
reality in spate and time. U quasi' 
msurrectionary type activity the tiatural 
territory for such d^eams^? 

At the NAN there reemed to he a 
gene nil belief that we do not need to 
demimstratc numbers m order to feel 


useful. The more prosaic and mature 
task of ecortoinie organisarton »% 
work and in conimunicies is sumeihing 
younger anuirchist^s will have to grow 
into. But where docs that leave the 
dream? 

Dave Ch*ipplc, non-anarehitt, had 
made 4 suggestion chat a tmady and 
rcles'unt contribution of unarehist oi 
syndicalist ideas svtiuld be to provoke 
i\ national discussion dbiiut coinariijin 
osvncfship of the railways. That seems 
to me to be a worthy preikcr ftw 
anarchists to promote, if only ihey were 
more conoccfed to the way things 
happen in this country other ihau as 
cntics. workers, and protesteni. 

At a time when ulejii abtiuud on 
altefnativc ways oi runiung things, an 
argument for live demsKTutk vomnwin 
ownership of an essential industry 
could well emerge, with or wifhoul 
the anarehists. It won't bring the 
revolution though. 

John Unrenct 
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Editorial Cominentary 


T lif ttcciH ^wrcimrnr fmm the 
(RA ihf riic 

jrmetl ^Tfugglf i' rort^t'hiied 
(a ckAtiv ctf^mplv ^'>^h the 
viintmi. dciiijudi nijide hy the 

Bnttshaiidin^hgwvt-mmeiiK 

tner the last vear ;inil to 
m Ji.d the Unidfiiii pohttcnl 

pjfTiev the one^ uppo^ng 

As such it Tirti imly prepares the ground 
for Sinn Fcin m re-enter ijtivemmenT m 
rhe nejTth hut also tor .f to go into eoith- 
in>n tn the south. The yean of the pe.uc 
I h^\r seen a real gi^ivsih in viuthon 

elnriDfal siipporT (or Sinn Fem^ 

The other side of the pener prf>ces5» 
has been the ditehing of much of the 
fadtcjl fefr rhetone of the repubhean 

rtiovcmcnt ot the l!>8»s. Pragre-insm 
heeame the new watchword w'hether 
ehiit meant imposing ctfucarirm and 
hcaffh cuts at part ot the government 
of Nonhem frcland or voting for the 
hin taxes m Shgo in order ro get power 
tn the council. 

There it srill a mdically imrlincd graist' 
roots in Sinn Feuo* in particular m the 
urhiin areaSi hut it is a well discipimed 
one - a^aiStomed to folfovsang the line 
coming from rhe top. 

The "whtff of eordife* w;is always pan 
III’ the fra son this w^as possible * this 
and the InCk of any serrotis alternative. 

As the IKA disarms and the libcmnan 
movement grows the space may open 
for a dtaiogue w'trh tiunv rank apd file 
republican aoivivts. 

TodayV statement is the culmmation 
of ov«r 11 years of >1 public process and 
more years of secret negotiations with 
the Brinsh government. Irish anarchists 
have wrirtcn in depth about this prtKess, 
exTOieet hnni key I'noint^iiix juf rcprtx/oced 
below hut !fCC the full archive at w^ww, 
struggle, ws/wsm/peaccprocess.h tm I 
In 19g8 in advance of the Good Friday/ 
Bcllasr agreeincnt: “The people of Itebnd* 
Nrinh and South will be asked to vote 
on the ‘Good Fnday* agreemenr. There 
is a great desire for pe^iec which is 
bemg used to pressurise us mto 
choosing hetu'cen rw,'o completely 
flawed alternatives, The agreement, 
which was drawn up in secret by out 
so-called 'fcprescnratives** docs not 
challenge the sectarian divisions whtch 
have feedes'illed this country. 

“What the agreemenr proposes is 
bnnging some najioriaiist potincians 
into a power'Sharing amjngcmcnt with 
some unionist politicians. The diviston 
betwee n nilcrs and to led, bemteo 
bosses and workers, between rich and 
poor remains. The biggest change will 
be a few nauonaliit faces sitting down 
with bigots tike Trimble and Taylor, to 
make laws w-hich preserve rhe dominance 
of the neb over the poor.*' 

After three years of Stormont rule tn 
2001; “These poliricians have spent 
their time in government proving to the 
British govern menr and to intcriiatioml 
busmesv that power is in safe hands. 

Thus wc witness the Larcical sitoanon 
where parttes supposedly ranging across 
fhc poUiJCdl spectrum from republican 
rwicialist fo right'wing unionist can agree 
* with tiD contrtiversy whatsoever -- .1 
pre^aminc of government. Tile only rows 
tfiey u*em lo have arc over what flags 
ihould fly and when, and what fliiwci s 
should lie put in the hull di.splay," 
it IS also true howrver that ihc years 
of rhr cr^Sffire were a period in which 
Irish aturchorv diM.iisvrd, dthated and 
1 lunged fht-ir fjijclcrujndmg iil partition, 
fhis IS not 4 proios rhar is over by any 
tneaiH bill rJir WI^M pmiiicim paper 
rill parmum of Ireland’ reflects nmth 
of thr changed uodrrMaridtng thai Imi 

drvtfoprd in that time, 

AriNlysIs An ttJah Anfiftfllil 


Against terror 

Uhoughr UinMcKay*saftidr ■Against 
Terrnt^ was iipol for the must part-1 
think though that there tenuins a 
ddficulry in that the -senous anarchist 
movemem- both lain ami I would .vish 
to see as an .inn-imperfaJist ahcmauve 
to random [undamentalist terror, docs 
tioidn anv real sense exist at prcseni. In 
rhe week prim to 7/7 we had. as two 
lilies of the same counterfeit coin, 
Gtfldtif. the man who wrote ‘Mats of 
the 4rh Form*, and his sidekick Bono* 
the Popc'i favourite rtick star, offering 
us a love^in m Hyde Park as a solution 
to world poverry, and on the tither, the 
anTi-C8 tiiovementV 'throuing stones at 
copper's helmets’ brand of empry 
Siriiiuiomsm as an alternative- I itilr 
wonder the anti-imperialism of mditanr 
rdum looks hke a senous iiption. 

The inarchist movement has to raise 
ire game if wants w reebim the 
ground lost. One difficulry is that the 
Bin Ijdcn’inspired resistance 
movemenrs, m Iraq and elsewhere, m 
mdicarv terms hit hard against their 
targets and are way oJiead m terms of 
creating ‘facts on the ground'. Vtc have 
to find a militant antj-impcrialist 
politics that is ctiually effective without 
rcsomng to random terror and 
mumally assured barbarism as 
renisiancc. We have to demonstrate the 
effcaiveness of a direct action that 
doesn’t reduce itself to terror but 
docsn*! cither flinch from the fact that 
demortstnation-based politics - even 
when millions hir the streets, wont 
work in isolation Irom other forms of 
rcsisiance. The blood spilled on 7/7 
shouldn't make us drjw buck from 
considering w'hether and howdn the 
current circumstances, it is possTble to 
devise a milirant a nri-imperial ism that 
keeps physical force as parr of its 
armoury. 

Bquallv, w'e have an intctfeaual dory 
to maintain and develop a critit^ue of 
both imperiahsm m ire ciirrem mode 
and the false nitemartve of Islamic 
tesimoce. Moreover, when the state 
move? to offer up *unin^* as a response 
to ‘terror’ (w‘eTe all Ijondoncrs now! 
we must be steadfast in rcsisotig such 
‘iimting’ myths in a society riven by 
inequality , and where such ‘unity’ re 
daily cxpoicd by the derentinn and 
deportation of asylum seekers^ the 
attempts to privatise the services on 
w'hfch so many of us depend, the 
grow’th in the income gap between the 
neb and pour in London and 
elsewhere, and the rise in the number 
of the poorest of us rotting in jail tells. 

iohn Stiutfi 


Rewriting hiUory 
to defend failure 

»b.rh«, wk*" ro th<r<anier«4e,»*nto 
jrtack rho« who fat‘ed rhf truth. 
HjiiTicIv that the inrasmn til Jraq " 
heent.'et.tvmhurinsf^--“>'’ 

Uudpnawckt. Heu«dh.s monthly 

hifcrt ptes* eonfcrenee tn 

erit.ei« those who clmm that western 
polities mtraq (and other Muslim 
st.itesl provided some iustifitaoon for 
such tatttes. Yet no one said that these 
polities itisrificd the attacks, omp ) 
that they explained them. As a lawyer, 
you would expect Blair to knmv the 
differctiee herween understanding the 
motive o( a erime and justifying that 
crime. 

After beating emc it raw man to 
death, he rheu rewTOie history, St*iting 
rhat he had never said that the arracks 
on London had "nothing to do with 
Iraq” - only that *t was an excuse .ind 
that the roots of the costs go much 
deeper- Yet in the House of Parliament 
day^ after the arrack be bad rciected 
any link between lorcigr! policy' and the 
threat of terrorism, stating that this w^as 
'*a form of Terrorism aimed at , not ai: 
any particular Government or policy.” 

According to PM"s Official 
Spokesman at a Press Briefing on lltli 
July, “it was a fact that terrorism of the 
kind that tve had seen in London ... 
was a factor before the Iraq war. 
Therefore it was naive frankly to 
believe that you could say that this 
ktndi of terrorusm vvas due to the Iraq 
w^ar ... Therefore to put it down to the 
Iraq was misplaced.” Fast forward a 
couple of weeks and Blair is now 
denying rh.ri he denied that Iraq hnd 
any influence on the bombingst 
While Blair may try* and deny it, this 
was the government line, jack Str-iw, 
for example, was at pains to dismiss 
any Imk to Iraq, arguing that ’‘the 
termnsts have struck across the world, 
m coiuirfic? allied with the United 
States, backing the war in Iraq and in 
coimtTKs which had nothing w*haicver 
CO do with the war in Iraq.” Surely he 
was aware that such attacks were on 
Western interests within tlicm^ 

Faced With the utter stupidity of this 
argument and rhe fna that vcr>‘ few 
people believed it, the fine has changed 
and the rewriting of hisiocy starts. .And 
not only on this. The t2th July Press 
Briefing stated that it “would it have 
been right just to leave Saddam Hussein 
in power carrying out the arrocities that 
he had against his own people. As such 
the reasons for going to w^ir in Iraq 
ivctc set out. People may agree or 


ZAPATA 

OF M^ICO 


PETER E. NEWELL 


Zipal* was fht leading figure of Ihe ftAcuttean IMbluyon of 1010- M#fovght tor the tights 
of I«m 1 oontmunltles opinit groody lwii]|fffiii,'|reiioiiftHre tmlltlelani <ind fortlgivowneil 
oomptnias. Undot tht ilogan ■UmiFimr UNrur ii httCMuiMfio puteil embodiment 
of Itie MeiJoan Revolution. £a^t«’i nhamory, llki rides on In Meslco. 

^Now ^allable at £9,60 {poAtfrea inlaid from Freeciom Press 


will' iBcro...' " 

mil why wr wcni ro win" ff**)' 
went ft* war tiver nrm^cxmriii WMil 
hucih« I" nfwm thrmrmury hok. 

ttl 4 lr warned ihc irvdepenJfnf 
(-a principle of our democracy't hod 
better smtt doing whof the gnvernmcnt 
as “It important that we do pnmxt 
fjurecives.*’ And so Blatr, according fo 
his own logic, is appeasing ihe cerronsts 
_ hy urging us to change the way wc live 
our lives. And so if, as Blair and Bireb 
assert* the icrrofists ‘hate our freednm 
then they are the greatest appcascra of 
terrorism in the world. 

In light of the bombs, Blair was 
adamant that Britain should not 
abandon its policies and alliance W'ith 
the US. So in respomie to the failed 
pohcies which helped produce fhc 
London attacks, Blair is using those 
vef>' same attacks to continue the same 
disastrous poiicies- 

And so we can continue to expect 
plain clothes police to shoot to kilt* 
Ikimarsh imprisonment without trial i 
and the steady elimination of the rights , 
we have taken centuries to wrestle from 
the State- 

While. of course* continuing to fuel 
the terrorist problem with billions of 
pounds from our taxes to fund the 
occupation and stand ^houlder-ci>- 
shoulderi with a regime which regularly 
practises torture and indulges in wars 
of aggression. 

According to Blair* wc had to 
“expose rhe obscenity of these people 
saying it is concern for Iraq that drives 
them to terrorism. If it is concern for 
Iraq then why are they driving a car 
bomb into a group of children and 
killing them?” Yet Blairs current 
rationale for mvadtng Iraq was bis 
'concern' for rhe Iraqi people (WMD* 
as noted, have been put into the 
memory holeL 

So while there was “no iustiricarion 
for suicide bombing" anywhere 
-ipparenrly there is iustification for 
bombing if it is done by advanced 
ground attack aircraft* tanks and 
arrillcry.What really gratc.s is that Blair 
is implying chat anyone not holding his 
posirion on terrorism is somehow 
seeking to m^rif)' the actions of 
terrorists* This is an attempt to narrow 
the debate and* consequent I y, allow 
him to avoid some difficult questions. 

it does raise one question* even if this 
were true is it worse th.in* say, using 
tcTTorisre to lustify an illegal invasion 
and occupation* the deaths of at least 
25*00(1 people (more like 100,000), the 
torture of men, women and children* the 
use oI napalm, the levelling of a town* 
the imposing of a neo-hber;!] economic 
regime, and m> forth? 

It isgtxxl to kiKvw dial most of us never 
bought into Blairs arguments. Before 
the war started, over a million took to 
the sttects and nearly H0% of Londoner 
thought that that invading Ir.tq would 
make a terrorist art*ick on London murr 
likeU. In this, the Intclhgence agencies 
concurred- After the Ixinihings, twiv-thirds 
thougiu that they were linked with rhi 
war in Iraq. Blair’s curicnt rewTiting ol 
history' re a reaciion to this, 

Blau' policien have pui iis at risk. Tliey 
h.ivc jlsoclitnen lo ipwrr iIk- intrlliKciiw 
SCfvitei. tie|i:irinH-inal .njvucrs .iiid 
.ndependciii exf^cm wh.i rold thnt 
the .lunecs nf 'smtiffihmj. icrrilitc' 
iitxumin; (llkr a irrronut .itt.uk 1 would 
IK er^iitlv mutcimlI il puHiix-did 

to uivadr Iraq. 

II he h.id 4IIV tivoi„U, Hliir wiuiM 
r«lgii Hur Iiiilrs, wr i.ikc lo ilir „r„,, 
t.i dirouiiil n, lir mil 
ai-Titiii. 

Inin MelUiy 




America 

vote might neiiuh m a Slita f / 1 1 uliifflRir 
which with chrve ties » l/*n 
Alter oppiwitwfli i*> Biiifi’s 
no fTirancy of support ihlf 
rhrcjugli the OA^ t>f Coo|prK « haod» bm 
^uE>s(.uilial sum* of mopey ncwtnhe^lcRl 
did find their way to iyad AllawFs 
paLJgn; hre jupfioft rrsmg ftom a proieMt 
3%OTlrn of ih< vote to J5% us the 306 
fanuary p<dL 

Her»h also uneanhed coacs uI kamta 
CIA people who boasted after the election 
that they bad 'stuffed ballots*. Thee were 
30*000 polling sranems throughout Iraq 
but no more than 8,000 observrrv. 
Several wceki before tlic dretion m Iraq, 
Margaret McDonagfu a political operamT 
close CO Tony Bbir, was also known to 
have been campa^ing for AHawi [a dme 
adviiof to Husseui and Ba'ath parry 
luminary) and supporting him financiaJIy. 

WTiar is so worrying: is nor this case m 
and of (Tseif, but that it is symptomatic 
of Bush’s semi^ictatorial style of rutc. 
Decisions are made and earned n ut * like 
the illegal attiick on Iraq itself - despite 
the judicial and govenuneetd mfra- 
srrucrures by which even they prePend 
to operate- Bush has decided that any 
action touiihmg on the war or national! 
security need not go to Congnrts* because 
he is Commander in Chief. Surpmmgly 
even the Inrernational Repubfican Institute, 
the National Democratk Lnsrimte and the 
Nabona] EndowTomt for DemocEaev' refused 
this time to become involved ui subverting 
elections, as they Imve a record ot doing- 
Meanwhile, the chair of the Joint 
Chiehi of Staff* Gcocral Rjiiihjrd Myers, 
said on a visit to Ekrbn in mid July that 
a draff const irution is expected by the 
end of rhe month. But the New York 
Times reported a few days later that ibis 
new constitucon would signiheandy lessen 
women’s rights- it is set to impose the 
Sharm or Koranic law in personaJ affairs 
(marriage, divorce and inheritance}. Only 
as long as women did not ‘violate Sharia’ 
would the proposed conscitution safe¬ 
guard legal rights for women. In effea 
SKia women would not tliEn be able to 
marry without their family^s pernimron; 
husbands could divorce them simply by 
saying so out loud three rimes. 

It abo would limit womenY repitsetita- 
tion in pitrliamcnr dropping or phasing 
out a measure included m the mtenm 
constirurion requiring that women moke 
up at least 25% of the parliament- The 
constitution is set to be fmallsed by mid- 
-August, On 20di July Sunni lepcescncatises 
Withdrew from the drafting panel. 

Louts Further 

Siiurcet 

Get Out The V^oit by Sevimujur M, Hertsh (wwul 
fKVfywi rkcT.com/prm whks/f 00/050725 ta, tact I 
New York Times (www.nyiimet.com/200^/ 
07/2 W /1 nurrfi j uoiia!/middkeasi/20ciid- iraq. 
htiTil?hp5£cx^ 112 l84{HI\‘en“bc722iMlch 
d27 Jd4 Swc isi il^ 3C pa rtncrshumcpaitir 1 

Quiz answers 

I. Mirrttirisre- Speed cameras are painfcd 
vrlUiw HI that they can be woi and 
anywhefc ihcrt rent uiie, the chorKcwi 
hem 15 caiifiht 'if'cvdiiig arc nrithgihic. 

He hmgHl ai die Fundi* STtvkttdi wW» 
hr s\A% IK, in jfHl wa* 

rt iih the kif hshurtit ccmictifMivn 
when h<i k\4% SO, 

-L Walt Ihunry. hi an PArlt iim-m oi htK * 
chat4%.et called \hk.e lAiLa «nud^fq| fcni 
1 tcf cAi w-re ihe Iuuth.ih trcwwd fW 
^biikent Kidlv i mlr Rctl I m-o* $ 
i»n*ihm svt W with 

hulihmiim . -HL W'e-H-irt-hi uqi^aRF4k*i 
ImhiiiiK ,<ppu'k^i\>n W4iin't j ni^ 

4 Hriiir I K.imuA in Faui^iui 
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REVIEW 


Christopher Draper reviews Anarchists in Social Work, now in its 
second printing, and likes what he sees 


I t ytiii wirit to mid Bakunin 
m RctUci, iVmidhon tn P;irw *ir 
anarchww in rcvolutionaTv 
Ru^'iia «r SfMiti you1l have nu 
trouble Tindinji an mforttMtivc 
text.!( you want a book on the 
activities of Britiih utiartfbiiitv 
you’ll have a pfobkm finditift any thin ^ 
useful- Mojit anarchist auihcirs prelef 
romantrciimj; tevolutioiiary' smigKl« 
jbronil than recotxling and inalyxtng; 
the every day anarchism around them 
Colin Ward has lung proved an 
honourable exception and now ManiU 

Gilhcn, Mark Newn^, Prter Good, 
jidin Evjrne and Doreen Frampton hatx 
ttigethcT compiled 4 cliroiude of their 
cverv'dav fives and conf!ii?tt us anarchUw 
engaged m sixial wotL 

Sofi cops? 

CnidcH diMnisseJ as *Si>Ft top*’ hy 
unihitiking aruichisis the authoni estbrw 
the temptation to portray fhcmsclvcs as 
fckifErsji subversives and tiiAitead pafjently 
describe and disSect (he complex^ 
ambivalent socwtl work tolcs they Have 
played. They each demoiiitifair that 
however TWtrtcttve and dcinandtng ti*e 
state may appear fArrr are a/w^ays 
t» mrsire htaUhttr* 

libeftarian space. 

Marrin Gilheff ’i contrihuiitm mninds 
us (hat eccmomJC oppowsion ts onk one 
of (hr n^ that hold u» down. Individuals 
psydiofogjcaljy crushed bv sociciv gamed 
strength from simplv eis|oymg a fishing 
mp together. As an anarchist Marrm 
helped 'chenn' avoid mind mantpularitin 
and the chemical cosh by cfcaimg an 
sipportunits' to get together and spend a 
relaxed, rnuuially supporfivc iitnc abiding 
m (hr local canal. 

He didn’r supply anarchist tracix bin 
offered tranipott ajid equipment. The 
powerful recuperaiivc value nf ibis vtmplc 
non-manipuJative strategy svas neatly 
porrrayed m (he him ’One flew Over 
The CuckiMVi Mest' when iMcMurphy 
Ijack N(diolsunK ydled at a fellow 
asylum escapee ‘You're nor a hsony 
anymiorc - yaw're a hshemtanr 

The days of creative social work 
are over 

Mamn Gilbcit’s rather hopeful chapter 
IS tohowed by a darker, more overtly 
political and histoncal piece by Mark 
Newns. Mark s itMencst in music .nid 
Tail Ji CTjmrt through m hts wonng. He 


provocatively quotes Zappa t lytic All 
your children arc pc^ir unfomimiTe 
victims of systems beyond their 
control.” 

He weaves his CV of social work 

initiatim thniugh a poweHul. .usMiiicd 

criiique of the jll-embraciitg hegemony 
of glubtiliMa coniumenstn. Mart tak» 
us an a guided four ihrou|d' his career 
with (aniongM othersi tiverpool St*ciaJ 
Services, the Chalk I arm Simon 
CAimmunity, Stevenage New Town 
family C^tre, Peckham Adventure 
Playground, 'a rehahiliunnn home for 
bad lads run by De^U‘Salle monks’ and 
' H Witig of Durham Prison. 

Occaiionallv rvdis ttppmg the 
reader (rotn cnttcism to drsp.iir- l«"ln 
page he olHervei that os an anarchist 
^Kial worker “vou donY have a career 
but a senes ol enea&rtrwf ts or 
vkiitmshes." hut 16 pipes later he implies 
evert ialancd si(trnii'shc$ are impossibfe, 
elamiing in the current authoritamn 
work climate, ’*11 vou don't collude 
w’lth It;, you dcm'i work. 

Imaginative industrial acticm 

Peter GoimI's work in a long-stay 

i iiii.(iftjrion ftM” peopfc w'lth Jraming 

/ erupted mto imagfrr.ifivr | 

T fulb^le industnali avonn that eventually I 
ended in tears. He resTols bow ihe 
hierarchies of the health service uniimv 
oppgj^c rJtitcal acfton every bu as 
dnetnuncdly us manaftemcni. 

Supplying 1 salutary lesson Peter'* 
piece vugpsw there i* more solidarity 
amongM our enensies ihan out triencLs. 
He Concludes bj* ternindirrg us of the 
urgent need to rransfomi the Nl IS 
into a decentralised, community-led 
organivation. Unforturutely Peter didn't 
mention that just such a lihertarian 
scheme had acnulty cxnred, in pre-war 
Pcckham. 

Commended by Her hen Read oa a 
"great rxpcnmciit svith faMcaching 
consesiuencr* in politic* and vnciuhigy,'' 
the Peckham model wa> rejcciird hy the 
1^45 Lah-iur government that instead 
errated the top-down, sfate-controlled 
hmeauiTatic nattonil vicknew syittcm. 

The dead hand of Ladoor 

The (Ojilign influence of Lahoun^m 
ntn& like a thread through John bsann* 
three short chapters. %jrkmg in the 
i Calcor project in Srjuth Waiev John got 
I into rrouble for (he hemou* crime «( 



allowing a *dicnt' to use his office phone I 
10 make a compUming call to her local 
Labmir council I or. 

Next, as Director of the Afan 
Communitv Aid Council, John fell foul 
of his management committee of m.iiniy 
Ulxmr Council hm when he tsegan 
digging too deeply into die tiCheme's 
finances. When John subsequtmtiy became 
Senior Coramumty Development Advisor 
to Telford Development Corporariod he 
rrveaU that ’’Very soon 1 clashed with 
Labour Cmmcillors, though, I ^till had 
th{\ cummv belief m the party.’’ Htiwevcf 
that pafTicubr episode ended happily 
foil imping the favourable intcrvcniion of 
John’s local MP, "An amiable man w'ho 
had taken many gay holidayit in the 
West Indies.* 

A wortJ from Matron 
In a downbeail final article Doreen 
Frampton SRN warns dmt whistle- 
bkm^ing can vcrimtsly damage yxuir hcalrh. 
The venting's fine and the depiction 


accurate but the message is misplaced. 

As a reader, by that si age 1 didn't want 
to be reminded uf the limitations of social 
work but inspiration and cncouragcmenT 
not to abandon hope. 

Anarchy in action 

Anarchists, soda I workers and normai 
people will all find much food for 
thought m this book. It vvorks both as a 
w'ltness to vital historical change and as 
an cncoLtragemimT to fight alongside and 
cm behalf of the dispossessed. 

Refreshingly the authors follow no 
predicrablc parry line. In faa the various 
accounts are as full of IfusiTations and 
mconsisrenaes as social hie itself. 

Yet these sinries of the strategics 
cm ployed by the authors in creating 
libertarian spaces ,ind rcUnoriships in 
the face of overwhelming odds make 
fascinating and inspiring reading. 

Just getting the liook to press required 
courage and creativirv’ as n w,is 
originally planned as a volume of The 


Raven. A rethink was required when 
that publicarion ceased but Martin 
Gilbert bravely grasped the nettle and 
financed the printing himself. 

.Apart from the almost indecipherable 
front cover, he*s done a grand job. It s 
nicely pnntcd and wdl illystmied with 
photos and OrtOoiis and not too 
expensive at ifE.50 for 154 pages. 

A noifi from the editcH^; 

There been a catalogue of errors and lat- 
dovrns regarding both the book anc^ this 
review. In the case of the bock* the 
manuscriot was originally intended for the 
Raven, but th^ journal ceased pubheation 
before his hard work could appear. He then. 
as Chris Draper mentioned, prinied it himself 
and got Chns to review It for him. The review 
was then tost found, lost again, re-found 
and finally disappaamd completely. Following 
his letter in the last issue, we had it re-sent 
to us. and have now finally pnnied It here. 

Our most heartfelt apologies go to both Martin 
andChffe, 


V FOR VERY ANNOYING 


R cccndv, I reptmi^d rhat .Alan MuoicY 
ebufe graphic Jinvd for Vcndt'frj 
w Ji being made lofu a movie. The 
rtovd, «t m a future fascist Bfiraio saw 
V, an anarchitr supefhriti, fighr rhe 
powvfs ifiiir he, I woridiired m my pfevuui!! 
4fT»dc flow much n# rhe anarchist piifirics 
of the novel wimlJ vur\'ivc the gnp of 
HotfywouJ. The aiiitwer, ufisufpnsingly, 
«crn* to fx: mtt much. 

The firtr review* of rhe rniiu^c script 
are coming out. Ves, ir rs a scripi and 
tftings may change, but if u; fiKikoig had. 

As weJI JA unforgivahleculrtiral slip* 


[ fwhat iLJfoctly ts 'eggy^ in a b.uket7L the 
movie has simply removed the oturdium 
I of the t^iifral ch.iraaer, The script stam 
with ihc death of Guv Fawko, In the 
graphic novel V dresses up ns Guy Fawke* 
fjur that k it. No attempt is made to 
put Fawke* ar the centre of the novel 
rather V'v anafchi.-im is. In the script, it 
liecome* wentx.il. 

To hi this m, tt sunply dnnrM> art.tn;hism. 
Hie classic ^Anarchy vcrsuii Justice' 
ionvervatipn which wnirts the horik has 
fieen dimmared, iruJof* rhe V iign ifar 
too close to the circled Aj. W tdrvision 


address is no longer os God urging his 
creatiiirii to take responsihilirv for their 
owm liVCTi but rather to explain the Guy 
Fawkes inmtf. Nowhere is rhe idea of 
anarchy bemg a force for gruid suggested. 
And as for p-sychcdelic drugs freeing the 
detective's rmnd to successfully hunt 
dijwm V? Not a possibility. 

As for the well reponed 'everyone- 
dressed-as-V^ storming the Houses of 
rariiametit at the cod of the film^ this is 
extremely silly (and not in the boukl. 
Where did all the casnimes and masks 
come fmm? Is there a faciory tn fasciiil 


Britain mass producing them? Has 
got one somewbere beneath London? 
Did the masses seiic the faciones and 
spontaneously mas* produce them? AH 
very unlikely and, yet again, misses the 
point of the book. 

And so the key, the central theme, of 
V for Vendena Has been removed and 
instead w'c get Guy Fawkes. Ironically, 
the mask has feplaced the body, 
Unsutpfiiingly, Alan .Moore has police 
.igainJI rcqueiicd his name l>c removed 
from the Him. I can see why. Sti while it 
may be a good film and mcorporate 


elcmenis from the books> it looks like it 
IS fax from Moore’s iitienriun and while 
it may share the same name it is not the 
same story. 

ho buy the graphic novel now K^fore 
it gets ‘Now a major Mmmn Picture* 
plastered aceois (t- .At least that way 
you can gci a firm idea of bow- much 
they have mitred the novel when it dow 
appear in the cinemas. 

lain McMov 

Tfip oomic booh version of V lor Ventf etbi 
ovfliiable from Fieoaom at tpiease add 
I £1-70 lowattfs D&p Inland. 0.40 etovnate). 





























Strikewatch 

pallet stiiKP 

l>„«tnlit« v-l «nt<- IIH'H ■« K'’“* 
pyut f11n^«^ ill B"'"''. '-"■‘'"'B 

,.t letri i-onvri"''' 'Bv iitc. 

Ammi* ha'T feltiwJ m njti* t>in tlif 
rsfl.yl'iiii' fi' 

.irhm scitioin <tl l(*t .irtnv|*4cr .iinl 
bn WAdddl, AniituV UAtwm\ ufitLTr 

fur jeriHirJtcc Jtnd ship buildiniS. 

-Rolb Avt H.iptRi:i.iniig m 

mdivtdii^il IW pitir imUisrriid fT^himiin 
on the 5iff thftt tiwn iriLikvnu. It u 
ddliculi to sec the di.smiisaf js anything 
other ih;in n cvrocfll tnovu to Jii4ck 
wiirkers iirid the utiitm to enable thetn to 
iTiA?;tmisc thrir already record profits. 

Se« John Laywence’s nepoft on page 6 tor 
supporting mtormation 

At war ai ASDA 

The GMB union are apptiachinp a ‘state 
of war* with ASDA, as the company 
attempts to break union rerngnition in 
Its stores. 

A suhsrdi.irv of the US-based iinjoit 
nemesis W.tl-Mart, ASDA has operated 
4 highlv c-irnpaign agamsT British unions* 
in particniar the GMRi fiaving n-irrowly 
lost 4 hunJe for rttognitiun at Wnshiitjgton, 
Tyne 4 nd Wear, agiilnst 4 wcJJ-fiindcd 
canipjign comprising anti union Iftiflets, 

A ■helpline' and divisive pay offers, the 
GM0 have gone on strike ar a second 
Wjihington distribution centre. 

Five hundred people went on strike 
trcim the 27fh to JOih July, after a pay 
offer of 10%, coiidittonal on givmg up 
their right to coUcctive bargaining, was 
mooted. 

Temp against Tesco 

Polish temp workers have gone on a 
widcat strike in Ittknd against ‘dangerous 
and 'iinlidalthy‘ pcoducovity demands 
from managers, Tlney have organised a 
■Committee of Detcngc of Temp Workers 
in Tef5s«»'. %vlijcJ] has issuesf a fist of 
demarjds and held a picket outside their 
Grecfihills workplace, and others have 
downed tools m symapthy strikes. 

One striker said: ‘*They were treated 
vcr>' bady because the target of their 
vvoT-k was increased all the time and 
there wasn't arjy more pay for the part* 
timers. Apart from today's protests m 
Ireland there were also some in Poland 
over this hornbic sitation of workers m 
Tesco and all over the world," 

We lake it personalty 

DHL have horrified workers at their 
Vauxhalil Depot in Londoni. after they 
ftred a terminally ill and higlily confused 
worker for not showing up ar work. 
Bernard Doherty, from Carford, went 
TTiissing m early July having informed the 
company he was ill. On his way to post 
art official sick note, he hacamc confused 
and wisn^t foiind linilL days l.itcr. 

The company phoned his w'lfc* who told 
them her husbsmd was missing. When she 
phoned them again m infonn them lie had 
been tosmd atid was in hospital, she was 
informed he had been sacked. I 


Imagine If-.- 

( hiirfir, .Ilfcsitim.iifly kt^'^wti .IS Thr nint 
ht hiB ilog hiving mum. was fcrlmg n 

fnt like he SV4S being wait hrd. 

Hr wimderiNl If n was to do sviih his 
rodnic. or Im chi. Mavbe his Lhaktfls 
w'cre out ot jilignmciit. Me tried 
breathlessly to c^mifol his rising panic 
as he Mirtnised that m^vbe bis mansion 
was mu pfiipcrly feng shiii. 

Then hr looked nnl on his garden 
and relaxed. Me was at least eating the 
must he 4 lfliy of the he.iUhy food, winch 
counted lor ^ lot m his book. 

He'd decided w give twer come of hi« 
fields tit ihc concepi of 'hindynamicV, 
where hvestuck .tre treated svith 
homcopiithtc remedies rather than 
auribiotics* 4nd signs of the JioJhic 
decided ss hen he should plant Ins crops, 
as opposed TO stuff)' old science. 

He beamed when he thought of ss'hat 
the brown sludge of n a no techno logy 
wtiuld do svhen it encountered those 
plants! 

He was trying to breed them strong 
enough lo tackfe any problem thrown 
at them. 

But hr wasn't fusr doing it because he 
thuughr the crtips would be of 4 higher 
qualify. Oh no. hie svas going much 
fuithcr. Unheknosvftsf to his family, this 

I was his newest attempt to take the 
croivri of England. 

f"Iis crops %vould be infused with the 
power of the 4 iKliac, and, he htiped, 
would rise up at his command to 
surround Buckingham palace m a vice- 
like grip of wbeaten fury! 

He knew there would be difficuldcs. 
His first attempt m turn atmiei of 
wheat into armies of, w^cll, armies bad 
ended with failure when the hyper- 
organic vcger.tbles had rebelled during 
the training stages and stormed the 
cowshed. He still tcmemhcfcd the 
rustling ns they lay m wait outside 

I t, fortunately a strong svind and some 
ram came along at the right moment or 
he im.igiucd that even now' they woidd 
so If be there, waiting patientlyl. 

He also hadn't counted them being 
quite so fiamm.ible. 

But one day, soon, he would regain 
control of his ancestral birtktighc, and 
then those dreadful people w^ould see! 
Ahahahl 

Something whinnied tn the 
back ground. Coming dear,'’ he said, 
as be turned away from his project. 

The quiz 

\. Who arc the only group in Britain 
who are regularly advised when the 
law will be enforced and when they 
can safely ignore it? 

2. What distinction did Monty Miller 
achieve m Auscralia? 

1. Who created a character called *Utte 
Red Henski’ to attack iHc IW^V? 

'I. Which travel writer WTOtc a book 
ih. 1 t included accounts of Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. 

Vt^elsh-speaking fartners far from 
home and an an.irchist insurrecritifi? 
Afi^urtrtj on page 6 




givt mas hint 




"U Hey! . 


A Sideways Look 

The point of free speech is that opinions 
you don't agree with are aired. While I 
ivouldn't build it up into an absolute 
position it IS still an important principle. 
Ideas are powerful things and we b.ivc 
enough examples from our own history 
to see why the powerful want them 
suppressed. 

Which bnngs me to the latest response 
from ‘world statesman' Bhut - to deport 
those vvh6 incite, coitJonc or glorify 
termristn and ban any organisations who 
arc ‘concerned' in terrorism. Where do 
you start? The mo organesations named 
arc Hizb ut Tahrir and the succcssorsi to 
ahMuhajtroun* I find these groups' ideas 
repellent -- particularly aLMuhiiproun 
who happily advocate suicide bonibings. 
Both groups have more than a whiff of 
jnti-Scmitism about thcni and arc 
particufatly vile when talking about 
Hindus. However, being banned by rhe 
state will riot make these ideas go away 
- tf anything, experience from the recent 
post in Ireland suggests the opposite. 
People hold views because of a combina- 
cion of factors, but then; ts always some 
sort of materialist basis to them - even 
when those advocating them are religimis. 
In this case, the ahtnation of young 
Muslims expressed through fhc open 
sores of Palestine and Iraq. Pm angry 
about it and I’m an atheist, so I can see 
why a Muslim might be piitricularly 
pissed off. 

Some on the left claim that Hizb is 
fascist, though it appeafs to me to be a 
comhinaiion of rdigitin and larnmism, 
even aduptifig a wiirkpHce^dl approach 
to organis;\tian m Uzbekistan, But even 
if it IS fascist, a stale ban tv not somerhing 
f would support, |Ust av t don't think 
the BNP should be banned by the state, 
cither. Bannmg either organis.iiion in 
the society we arc in would me rely 
heighten their kudos, 

ITic literature put oui bv Hir.b claims 


that they arc non-viulcni and anti- 
capitalist. rtJ take both claims with a 
pinch of salt, but it's really besides the 
point - they see thenisetves as the 
alternafive to western capitalism and, 
effectively, it is the political terriiory 
which should be that of secular socialist 
and anarchist movemenrs. Personally, 

I'd take something whetc my choices 
are not proscribed by the lifestyle and 
niorals of a l,40t) yeajr-Hald book, but for 
plenty of rhe world's poorest anything 
that offers somcthitig better chan what 
they have will look attractive. 

.Arfid what of supporting terrorism 
abroad? Why does this sound ro me like 
it will he remarkably one-sided? Will 
David Aaronovitch be hounded for his 
support for US tefrof in Iraq? Will the 
next Ltb'Dcm MP to suggest that rbey 
can see why Palestinians become suicide 
bombers be deponed ro North Uist? Or 
will It |ust be people who call their god 
Allah? 

Hizb are stningest in ceotml Asia, M-hert 
they are banned, thousands of them 
have been impristined and ftirtured and 
at least one boiled alive by the US-backcd 
dictator Karijiiov. The various authori* 
tarian governmenfs of the region have 
been lobbying the US to add Hizh ui 
Tahrir to ns hst of ■lenruist organrsa nans’. 
.And then, debate is dosed down and 
what the dictators and iheir secret police 
do becomes ofhoally off-liTnits, the more 
so because we will risk being accused of 
supporting terror', unlike <mr giHTm- 
ment which merely exporrs it. 

Svartfrdsk 
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Parkhurst fought twek, tafifio rrom Ff«edom erf 
2nd August 1980: 

New* of a signlRcant development within 
prison has surfaced with 45 prisiinm at 
Park hurst tnaxtmum security' 
smuggling out a document Higoed by them 
which statesr “We the undersigned wuh 
to form a prisoners' union.* 

-Accord tng to People's News Service 
(18ch July) 4 spokesperson daimmg to 
be associated wirh the prisoners has called 
on prisoners elsewhere ro rake up rhe 
demand for the right to organise a union, 
A list of demands were provided 
which were: 

• The recognition ot the nghr ro form a 
pri»ou uLtiioru 

• An end to all censorship; 

• An end to chronic ovcrcrowdine; 

• An end fO cellular conlmcmcnt/ 
isolation', 

• Consukaboti with prisoners about 
changes m the penal system. 

The idea of a prisiincrs' union was 
advocated by Radical Alternatives to 
Prisons in its suhTnission to the May 
inquiry into the Prison Services which 
reponed late last year. RAP said that 
“Within prisons, it is desirable that 
prisoners should be allowed to organise 
their own umun and to be consulted 
about conditjcms and pn.'ifwsed changes 
in penal policy.* 

The possihdity that Bnrish priwin> art 
about m experience attempts to cstahltsh 
a prisoners' union »s made mure likely by 
the signed document firmi Parkhurst. 
Dcxpite the fact that the British govem- 
menc is .i signatory' to the LIN document 
‘Standard Minimum Rules for the 
Treatment ol Prisoners', something lelU 
the author of these words rh,ti the prmMi 
authorities will respond to the pnsonen* 
demands in the oiiK way they are aKk 
to - by purushiiig the ‘olfcndeni*. 
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